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250.105 Definitions

It is requested that MMS include definitions for items listed in 250.196(b) specifying
what MMS considers to be Geological Data, geophysical data, interpreted G&G data,
analyzed geological information, etc. Without any definitions it is hard to know for sure
when certain data types will be released such as pressure data, velocity surveys,
geochemical data etc.

250.194 Archeological report

Only concern with new wording is timing of when the Regional Director (RD) will notify
operators that an archeological report is required. Request that it be reworded so if a
lease is added to the blocks that will require an archeological survey for, that the RD
notify the existing operator when it is added, not when an EP or DOCD is submitted to
the MMS. This is too late in the process when the plan is submitted to have the survey
performed. The same notification would be helpful if the archeological designation is
removed by the MMS from an active lease.

250.195 Notification of Production Status of wells

NTL 2002-G10 allows 5 business days to notify the District Manager of placing a well in
a production status, but this new rule says "on the date" that a well is placed in a
production status. When a new well is turned on, there is a clean-up period and actual
hydrocarbon production may not commence until several days later. It may be on a
weekend or during the night.

The Supplementary Information to this proposed change, Paragraph 4, states that the
"first production notice" is being added, "because this information has become one of the
prime parameters in determining inspection and testing schedules for safety systems
devices". There is also a requirement that when a new production system is started up
that we notify the District Supervisor 48 hours in advance of starting up the production
system. This could lead to confusion about which notice is being made since it is
industry understanding that this is done to allow for inspection of the new system before
start-up or shortly thereafter.

We request that industry be allowed the five business days as in the past for the
notification after hydrocarbons are brought to the surface so that it will not be an
unnecessary reporting burden.

Additionally if a EOR report is sent in with the status of shut in, waiting on production
facilities, the public information copy of the EOR is without bottom hole or producing



interval information. The public is therefore denied access to this information ag
prescribed in this rule. Since the notice of first production is being formalized as a
requirement, we request that it be made available to the pubilic.

250.197(a) Data and Information to be made available to the public

MMS classify this as in paragraph (b)?

127 (SRI) Release of fluid analysis data and volumetric data after two years makes
proprietary data such as reserve estimates, recovery efficiencies, and recovery estimates
public information, We would desire to keep this proprietary data non-releasable during
production as we consider it to be competitive in nature,

250.197(b)

We would appreciate definitions of what is meant by " downhole locations",
" operations", and “equipment” in the "MMS will release" column.

250.199(e)
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